John Copley, August 6, 1775

The flame of civil war is now broke out in America, and I have not the least doubt it will rage with a violence equal to what it have ever done in other country at any time (  You must also know, I think that the people have gone to far to retract and that they will adopt the proverb which says, “When the sword of rebellion is drawn, the sheath should be thrown away.”  And the Americans have it in their power to baffle all that England can do against them.

Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 . The Declaration was adopted by the Second Continental Congress on July 4 and signed then only by John Hancock, the presiding officer, and Charles Thomson, the secretary.  On August 2 other members signed a parchment copy, though their names were withheld from the public to prevent their arrest and hanging as traitors.

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to separate.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  That , to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just power from the consent of the governed.  That, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

Prudence, indeed will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and, accordingly, all experience has shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of  America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in name, and by the authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between and the state of Great Briton is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that, as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do.  And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

Benjamin Franklin, July 4, 1776 to John Hancock at the signing of the Declaration of Independence

We must all hang together or suuuredly we shall hand separately.

Articles of Confederation, November 15, 1777

The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, for their common defense, the security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare.

John Adams, July 3, 1776

Yesterday the greatest question was decided, which ever was debated in America, and greater perhaps never was nor will be decided among men.  A resolution was passed without one dissenting colony “that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.”

