Puritanism specifically is the belief that the Church of England should be purged of inherited hierarchical and ritual traditions inherited from Rome.  Puritanism required of the believer that he should devote his life seeking salvation, but that he is only capable of doing evil. The obligation to God demanded an unceasing effort toward perfection.  Being morally corruptible puritans knew that the evil in their thoughts could never be purged.  They could refrain from murder, but would hate, from adultery, but not from lust, from theft but not from greed.  The community realized that while sin did exist, it must be dealt with accorindingly or all would be exposed to the wrath of God.  Consequently everyone was required to attend church,  All members examined one another’s beliefs and morals and if divergent with the common beliefs, the stray was censured or excommunicated.  A man’s mission to God was to keep himself on the straight and narrow path through employing  himself industriously in his work and faith.     There was considerable debate on the subjects of purity, salvation, perfection, and sin.

A state government had to be established for the examination and punishment of heinous crimes of one man against another.  The allegiance to a government was secondary to the authority of the church. Church attendance was manitory, while acceptance of the state authority was voluntary.  Simply allowing only lay to exercise the powers of state drew the line; clergy was excluded.  The layperson who exercised governmental authority was of the “freeman”  status and was a stockholder in the company.  The colonists believed the leaders gained their right to govern from the people.  They therefore began to lay the rudiments of a constitutional government by consent.

The Arminian theology espoused a belief that man could  achieve salvation through perfection of faith.  

Separatists would have nothing to do with the Anglican Church of England.  This open revolution to the edicts of Parlament under King James propelled many to seek asylum in the New England colonies.  It was far better to start a new church than to attempt to rebuild the old structure. King James granted a charter  in 1629 to a group of  Puritan merchants calling themselves the Council for New England.   The charter granted authority “to make, ordeine, and establishe all manner of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, statues,  and ordinances, directions, and instructions, not contratie to the lawes of this realm of England, as well for settling of the forms and ceremonies of government and magistracy fitt and necessary for the said plantation, and the inhabitants there, and for naming and stiling of all sorts of officers, both sup[error and inferior, which they shall dinde needeful for that government and plantation, and the distinguishing and setting forth of the severall duties, powers and lymytts of every such office and place.”

The friends in the Bay Company of Massachusetts would seek a refuge for religions truth more so than a commercial enterprise as the charter intended.  Under the charter agreement with King James, the Massachusetts Bay Company had the  absolute autonomous authority of self-government. They would enjoy all liberities and immunities as citizens of England.  The colony became a citadel for Protestantism, a holy experiment  for God’s chosen people, who as separatist, defied  both  England the her church.  However, if Parlament, the King, and the Bishops of the Church of England knew of the real purpose, the fear was ever present that the charter might be revoked and the experiment would come to an immediate termination.  No laws could be passed that could be interpreted to be objectionable to England.  Colonist were still subjects of the Crown.

In effect the Separatist formed an organization that not only became the government but also extended authority into secular matters – a society where the more noble purpose of having the will of God  creating a perfect Kingdom earth.  There  would be no Bishops, archbishops, idolatrous ritual and trappings that exalted the clergy substituted for God in the divine worship service.  

The Separatist were divided into two sects of belief.  The Congregationalists disavowed association in any organizational structure.  Each church was totally independent of one another.  Membership was restricted to persons that had been chosen by God for salvation. Therefore, only recognized saints  would be granted membership.

The Presbyterians insisted on a structure where churches in an area formed themselves into a Presbyteries.  Groups of Presbyteries were collected into synods which would exercise control over members. Members were admitted upon acceptance of confirmation of belief in the Westminster confession and holy sacraments.

Both were men of extraordinary reasonable talents.  The study of the Bible brought t the supreme truth of the will of God.  The clergy in both cases were men of astute and prestigious learning.  They had been schooled and degreed in the study of theology at a well known institution of higher learning.  The clergy was not an eloquent lay person from the rank and file of church membership.  The clergy exercised tremendous influence on the membership through sermons and in the leadership of discussions

Benjamin Franklin was a pew holder and contributor of the Philadelphia Presbyterian Church.   He argued with the presbyteries and synod on an assortment of issues in  various publications which he authored.  He criticized the Presbyterian sermons as being aimed at making good Presbyterians rather than good citizens.  He felt there was a need to balance freedom of conscience against the need for order within the church.  In his “Dogood Letters”  he wrote of the church as being an “enemy to vice and a friend to virtue.” He described the clergy as “a little better than dunces and blockheads” and in having “indiscreet zeal.” In Scotland and northern Ireland the Reformation Knoxian Standards were strictly adhered to. Jonathan Dickinson and Franklin argued that the ministerial clergy should not have to subscribe to the Westminster Confession.  They claimed that the synod did not have the authority to impose its faith on the consciences of others.  However the synod passed the Adopting Act and formally adopted the Westminster Confession and Catechisms as the confession of faith and instructed all presbyteries within its bounds not to admit any candidate for with ministry without his having declared his agreement in 1730. Franklin agreed that a minister should have the right to personally interpret the Scriptures within or without the dogma.  In Franklin’s final public assault on the Synod of Philadelphia in October 1735 , he rejected the authority of the synod in favor of the freedom of conscience painting the Calvinist establishment as an enemy to “reason, justice, and liberty.  Dickson argued that in an “age of liberty” claims  of secular tyranny and persecution  was in conflict with a society of freedom of the individual to refuse doctrinal imposition.  The Presbyterians should administer communion  according to Christ’s instructions in the gospel.  The synod would not alleviate the dispute; to the contrary, they confirmed the Westminster confession as a  required doctrine of the faith.  Franklin never returned to the Presbyterian church.  The authority of the Presbyterian church would not allow a strict separationist theology.

The Westminster Confession had always been part of the Presbyterian church’s central philosophy since the adoption of the Articles of the Synod of Dort. adoption by Parliament in 1648.  It would not be until 1729 that  the Confession would  be adopted by the Synod of Philadelphia following a decade of debates.  The confession of faith was the result of the Puritan Revolution .  The Presbyterians met with persecution after the restoration of the Stuarts in 1660.  The migration began to the British colonies in North America.  The numbers increased dramatically 1717 in the second wave of exodus  when rents dramatically increased by Anglo landlords.  By the late 1740s the Ulster Scots were departing for America at a rate of 12,000 per year..  They population increased to become one-third of Pennsylvania. 

the migrated Scots and Ulster Scots intended to place the American Presbyterianism under the control of the Synod of Ireland or the General Assembly of Scotland.

