The Blaines were famous in the annals of Scotland and had enjoyed much prosperity and enviable social rank.

The Blaines were conspicuous of the Pennsylvania families.

The Blaines possessed several tracts of land consisting of thousands of acres in western Pennsylvania around Pittsburgh along the Monongahela River rich in coal and iron.  They settled in Cumberland Valley, choicest agricultural district of the state.

“Ephraim Blaine was a close friend of Washington; a simple, but much-meaning fact.  The Father of His Country was not given to making a public assembly-room of his heart.  He guarded the approaches to it with jealous care.  No comer who could not give the pass-words of soberness and truth, of loyalty and manhood, might hope for entrance.  It may therefore, well be believed that those were admitted to his confidence and friendship were men of moral and mental worth; and that such was Ephraim Blaine.  He was not only a friend of Washington; he was his comrade in arms.”

“On more than one occasion, when the Continental Treasury was empty, he advanced large sums of money for the purchase of supplies for the troops, thus averting discontent and disaster.”

“Especially during the dreadful winter at Valley Forge were his heroism and self-sacrifice of inestimable value to the cause of independence.  Washington himself awarded him the credit of saving the army from utter starvation.”

“After the war; the friendship of Washington and Blaine continued, and the first President, together with Hamilton Knox and others, was glad to enjoy the hospitality of the Blaine mansion, at Middlesex, near Carlisle.”

The house was 45 x 55 feet, with five rooms on each of two floors; there was a full basement.  All walls were plastered and the rooms were elegantly furnished.  Mr. Jonathan Lenz, a principle officer of the village of Economites said, “The Blaines were liberal livers found of good horses and hunting, and men of the best class of those days.”

