Journals of the Continental Congress

December 23, 1775

E.B. incurred L533.19.4.5 dollars in expenses by the Treaty with the Western Indians.

March 20, 1776 

Use of United Colonies

Committee of Claims reports E>B> Esq. Due L48.13.3  129.7 dollars for necessaries to furnish the rifle companies of Captain Hendricks and Captain Chambers.

March 22, 1776

Committee of Claims reports there is due to E>B>, Esq. For sundry articles in the account of expenses at the Treaty held with the Indians at Fort Pitt in the sum of L33.18.9 or 90.5 dollars

April 19, 1776

By resolution, “that on immediate supply of arms, shoes, and blankets, be furnished for the troops in Virginia and that some proper persons be appointed to procure them, subject to the orders of Congress. (Resolve, that E.B. be appointed to purchase a quantity of blankets not exceeding five thousand, also that he be directed to purchase five thousand pair of shoes, to be sent to Virginia, to the commanding officer at Williamsburg.

April 24, 1776

SC joins United Colonies. Turnbull Commissary General paid to E.B. for goods furnished to Captain Hendricks company and to Captain Duggers’s company.

October 17, 1776

E.B. elected by ballot as commissary to supply provision to Colonel Mackay’s battalion.

November 15, 1776

Authorized  Board of Treasury to print 10 million in certificates of continental currency

Resolved that Council of Safety of Pennsylvania supply E.B. with 230 bushels of salt for public service.

“Resolve that a bounty of 20 dollars be paid to the common officers, and men of such continental ships or vessels of war as shall make prize of any British or vessels of war, for every cannon mounted on board each prize, at the time of such capture, and 8 dollars per head for every man then on board and belonging to such prize.

April 1, 1777 

Use of  phrase United States

“Resolve that E.B., Esq. Be appointed cCommassionary for Supplying, with provisions, the troop now in the County of Cumberland, in Pennsylvania, and such as may haer after march through that county, as well as the artificers and troops, who shall be employed in the magazine and laboratory, to be erected at Carlisle.”

August 6, 1777

E.B. elected by ballot to Deputy Commissary General of Purchases at 60 dollars a month.

January 14, 1778

Uses of United States of America

E.B. given Assistant Deputy  General of Purchases for the Middle District.

March 7, 1887

Board of Treasury directs E.B. to pay for salt seized by Assistant Commissary of the United States by producing a certificate from the governor of the state of New Jersey for a specified amount to be paid to Mr. Leaming.

August 24, 1778

Trade tobacco for cannons

Fraud by Cornelius Sweers, Deputy Commissionary General of Military Stores, in forgeries of official transactions.  Henry Baker states that Sweers made him sign a receipt for more money than was actually paid to him.  Several such applications for reimbursement were made to the Treasury Department.  Sweers, in a disposition, accused Colonel Benjamin Flower, Commissionary general of Military Stores of directing him to do so.  An investigating committee found that sufficient evidence against Colonel Flower was present.  Flower was release from arrest and was placed in charge of prosecution of Sweers.

September 12, 1778

The commissary of Forage was told not to purchase wheat.   The wheat is extremely injurious even for purposes of forage.

November 15, 1779

Warrant issue from treasury for 2 million dollars for account of Jeremiah Wadsworth Commissionary General of Purchases for use within department.

December  22, 1778

Use of loan office certificates as payment for purchases of goods to be redeemed when they were presented as memorial to Congress.  Congress admonished Blaine for using bills in currency as exchange because they did not carry interest.

November 29, 1779

Ten million in bills of credit printed by Board of Treasury

E.B. nominated for office of Commissionary general of Purchases

December 4, 1779 

Jeremiah Wadsworth resigns

Ephraim Blaine elected to succeed as Commissary General of the United States.

January 7, 1780

E.B. to appoint assistants to staff headquarters and to receive commendation from Commander in Chief.  Paid 10,000 dollars

January 13, 1780

E.B. accepts appointment as Commissary of General of Purchases

January 24, 1780

Connecticut pays one million for E.B. to use in department.

January 25, 1780

Warrant issued  for 1 million to E.B. Com Gen of pur. To use of the US to be held accountable

March 23, 1780

Geo Washington to Congress, “The convention troops have nearly starving(unless immediate measures are taken to strengthen the hands of Col Blaine by giving him money and assistants to enable him to keep up the supply until the states have made provisions.

April 10, 1780

Warrants in the amount of 3 million dollars issues to E.B. CG of P for used in his department

April 11, 1780

Warrants for 5 million to E.B.

August 5, 1780 

60th by Commonwealth of Virginia

October 24, 1780

Col. Blaine requested congress to resolve that Congress should request an accounting of supplies furnished by each state specifying the articles and magazines or places where they shall deposited.  And that each state should be notified of the serious state of  distress of the army for lack of supplies and consequent dissolution of the army.

November 30, 1780

Pay at $2,125 yearly no back pay

\job description in full

March 23, 1781

Troops are on emergency rations of salted meat.  Unless provisioned with supplies insueing campaign will be defeated thus prolonging the war.

Fraud in weights and measures of states providing provisions.  In the future there will be an oath of five appraisers who are certified by state executive authority.

July 25, 1782

E.B. complains that he, assistants, and deputies have been sued because of delays in settling accounts.

Feb 11, 1788

Audit by Commissioner of Accounts detained payments of settlement due to accuracy rendering of deputies and assistants accounts.

 E.B. asked for payment of commissions, back pay, land grant in western territory.

Bond was not taken on deputies who died without a proper accounting of monies advanced to him.   E.B. was given one month to make accounting to Commission.

February 11, 1806

House of Representatives is petitioned by James and Robert Blaine to liquidate account due E.B. for services rendered to Us Dept. of Commission General of Purchases during Revolutionary war and during western expedition in 1794.  Referred to committee of Claims.

