In 1772 Samuel Adams, a Massachusetts Sons of Liberty Leader, encouraged all the colonies to organize themselves against the British.  He set up a series of Committees of Correspondence of which Thomas Jefferson, Henry Lee, and Patrick Henry were members.  In September 1774, delegates from all colonies assembled in Philadelphia as the first continental Congress.

British responded to the Boston Tea party December 1773 by closing the port until the city reimbursed the East tea Company for the value of 342 casks of tea dumped into the water.  The Quartering Act was invoked and the King would appoint the Massachusetts Assembly and there would be no right of assembly.

April 19, 1775, general Gage met Captain John Parker at Lexington on to Concord.  146 colonial wounded or killed, 264 British lost.

Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen took Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain on May 1775.  The took cannons 200 miles on sleds through the snow and mountains to Boston.

Second continental congress met on May 10, 1775.  George Washington appointed to command the Continental Army.  Battle of Bunker’s Hill June 16, 1775 at Boston.  Washington takes command of Cambridge, Massachusetts in July 1775 with a force of 14,000 militia.

The Continental Army had no equipment, no discipline, no food, no clothing, no shelter, no shot, no cannons, no powder, and no flints.  With the Ticonderoga cannon he took a position on the Dorchester heights overlooking Boston.  On  St Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1776, the British evacuated the city before the cannon could be used to bear force on the British ship in the harbor.   Several months later Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence.

On March 1, 1777, Alexander Hamilton accepted an appointment to be an aide-de-camp  on Washington’ staff with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  Born in the Danish West Indies in 1755, he had attended school in America at Kings College in New York. Hamilton was one of 22 aide-de-camps, and six secretaries to have served Washington  He drafted endless official letters and correspondence as an uninspired administrative clerk.  His writing skills were well known as a pamphleteer of considerable talent, far superior to Washington’s eloquence. Hamilton was a mere stripling -  small, slender, almost delicate in frame with a cocked hat pulled down over his eyes.

While General gates accepted British surrender at Burgoyne on October 4, 1777; Washington was defeated in September at Germantown.  Hamilton, at the annoyance to Washington, requested several times to be transferred to combat duty. Washington felt that his allegiance was suspect.  However, both he and Colonel Ephraim Blaine, who out ranked Hamilton, wintered with Washington at Valley Forge.  Lt. Col Hamilton and Col. Blain were sequestered in an uncomfortable marriage of personalities.

 Hamilton wrote to New York Governor Clinton, “Each state in order to promote its own internal government and prosperity has selected its best members to fill the officers within itself, and conduct its own affairs.  Men(have been more provident for the particular interests of the states to which they belong, than for the common interests of the confederacy(You should not beggar the councils of the United States to enrich the administration of the several members. 

The majority of Americans considered themselves to be British Citizens.  Ephraim’s good friend and classmate John Dickinson led the Loyalist movement at the Second continental Congress.  Most all wished to avoid war.  He wrote the Kind on behalf of Congress that they had’ Not raised armies with ambitious designs of separating from Great Briton.”  He stated that the position of the minority faction let by John jay, a correspondent and admirer of Alexander Hamilton, that if the British continued to use force, the Americans would resist with force.  While one desired a negotiated settlement, the other proclaimed liberty at any cost.

The second difference between Blaine and Hamilton was due to a large degree upon the wide age differential.  Hamilton had just attained his majority age.  He had just gained the right to vote in local matters.  He was twenty-one while Blaine was in the prime of his life at age thirty-six.  Blaine was settled into a profession; married with children; owned large tracts of land, and had a home.  Hamilton had no roots.  Blaine considered himself to be an American, while Hamilton was a citizen of the Danish West Indies.  Blaine was pragmatic while Hamilton was involved in the American Revolution for the sporting adventure of the conflict.  Hamilton found the rupture of alliance with the British to be exhilarating.  On many occasions he recklessly exchanged shots in duels over petty grievances.  Hamilton was an envious idle worshiper chasing after an opportunity for military glory and fame.  Blaine on the other hand believed in the final sentence of the Declaration of Independence, “And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.”

In July, 1778 Hamilton wrote to General Charles Lee, “I can hardly persuade myself to be in good humor with success so for inferior to what we, in all probability should have had, had not the finest opportunity America posses been fooled away by a man, in whom she has placed a large share of the most ill judged confidence.  This man is either a driveller in the business of soldiership or something much worse.  Laurens challenged Lee, the subject of Hamilton’s degradation, to a duel on December 23, 1778 at which Hamilton seconded Laurens.

Through his close relationship and encouragement of Hamilton, Being well connected with the New York Governor and George Washington, Col Laurens of South Carolina planed to raise a battalion of slaves to supplement the state militia.  He promises freedom in exchange for their services.  Hamilton wrote a letter from Washington’s headquarters in April 1779, of introduction for Col. Laurens to John Jay, the president of the continental Congress supporting Lauren’s folly.  Most representatives in congress felt that Negro slaves could not be trained to be soldiers.

To get the restless hothead out from under his foot and peace to his headquarters, Washington would send him on errands.  One such mission was in early November 1777 to the Albany Headquarters of general Haratio Gates.  Hamilton had been envious of Gate’s victory at Burgoyne and desirous of being on his staff.  Washington sent Hamilton with a message requesting troops to reinforce the position around Philadelphia.  As Alexander Hamilton paraded proudly toward Philadelphia at the head of Gate’s brigade, all but 200 of the soldier’s enlistments expired.  Hamilton returned to Valley Forge furious that both generals had duped him.  When the British in the battle of Camden defeated Gates in august 1780, Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton gloated in his disgrace.  Thinking himself the better commander than General Gates, he was humiliated again when his request for command was denied.  By February 1781, Hamilton’s attitude was such that Washington rebuked him, “I must tell you sir, you treat me with disrespect.”  Where upon Hamilton was dismissed from the staff of General Washington.  In correspondence of February 18, 1781with Major General Philip Schuyler, Hamilton expressed his sour grape philosophy, “I always disliked the office of an aide-de-damp as having in it a kind of personal dependence.”  In corres [pondence to Washington, Col. Ephraim Blaine refers to the “Hamilton problem.”

In 1802 Jefferson send James Monroe to Paris to negotiate with Napoleon to grant American ships the “right of deposite” in the Mississippi River port of New Orleans.  Feeling there would be a resumption of war with the British, Napoleon knew he would need an allied and cas.  After negotiation, the price was agreed to be 12 million plus the assumption of American claim against France in the amount of 3 million, plus accumulated interest until paid in full.  The final price became 27 million dollars.  A treaty was signed on April 30, 1803 for all the land from Louisiana, north to the Canadian border, and west to the Rockies.  The French had originally claimed the land.  At the end of the Seven Year’s war in 1762, the territory had been ceded to Spain.  Spain had secretly agreed in 1800 to return the land to France.  When Ephraim died a year later in 1804, he had seen America double in size.

