E A G L E    S C O U T   C E R E M O N Y
compiled by Chris Blaine

MC:



Good evening.  I am _______________.  I will have the pleasure of serving as the Master of Ceremonies for this Eagle scout court of honor.

We are assembled here this evening to recognize the outstanding accomplishments of a single individual.  The proceedings will culminate in the presentation of the Eagle Award, the highest achievement rank that Scouting can bestow upon a Scout.

Tonight we have the honor and pleasure of recognizing Troop 16's Life Scout, ________________, for the investment of the prestigious Eagle Scout Rank. 

Please rise for the presentation of the of the United States Flag and troop colors.  Please remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Color Guard post. (Scouts ___________, ____________)

PROCEDURE:

The troop boys will come forward slowly in two files. The American Flag is on the right. The bearer counts cadence to help everyone keep in step. The colors  switch sides so that the American Flag is on the right of the speaker. The Color Guard turns and faces the audience. The boys occupy the two front pews and remain standing.

Scouter adults, not part of the program and scout parents, should seat themselves in the ribboned rows at the front of the sanctuary. Scouters who are part of the program will follow the troop and take positions in the seats behind the podium. They are from left to right: Mr. A (light of Scouting), Mr. B (Master of Ceremonies), Mr. C (Committee Chairman), and Mr. D (Scoutmaster).

(Organist plays America, The Beautiful “O beautiful for spacious skies...” as flag processional comes slowly forward.

MC:



Please join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Scouts in uniform  make the hand salute; all others place your right hand over your heart.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


I pledge allegiance to the flag


of the United States of America


and to the Republic for which it stands,


one nation, under God, indivisible,


 with liberty and justice for all.

(Color Guard turns and placed flags in bases. The thud sound of the flag poles dropping into the base will be the signal to lower hands.)

Please be seated.

I would like to call upon Reverend _______________, pastor of ____________ and himself a recipient of the  Eagle Scout Rank, to render the opening invocation. 

REVEREND ________
( Reverend ______ has option to make a few personal remarks.)

Heavenly father, we thank you for the interest in the scouting movement that has brought this group together this evening.  We thank you for the success of the Scouting movement in the United States since 1910.  We are grateful for the influences that Troop 16 has had on the lives of boys.  We pray for the continued blessing upon this troop, its leaders, its troop committee, and its sponsor.  Through the years ahead, that troop 16 may continue to turn out leaders for tomorrow, prepared as good citizens.

(returns to pew seat)

MC:



Thank you Revenend ________. And thank you for the hospitality of the church. The church is the institutional sponsor of Troop __. 

The parents and scout leaders of the eagle candidate, whom we honor here tonight, have labored long and faithfully to develop the candidate toward mastery and application of the thousand challenges over many years in  the scouting program.  Their efforts culminate this evening in the presentation of the Eagle Rank.  The success of these efforts, however, will only be manifested in the way this Eagle scout, himself, continues to set a social pattern for those whose lives he touches. Once given, this prestigious honor can be revoked in the rare case when the high ideals of scouting become corrupted in a recipient’s  heart and become evidenced by behavior unbecoming to a member of the Scouting family.

SETTING:


To MC’s left - front of the room are located the sets of poster cards representing each of the progress Ranks in scouting.  In front of each is a candle to be lighted as the words are spoken about each rank.  The light of scouting is used to light each in turn. The room is darkened. To the right of the MC is the red-white-blue candles representing the three points of the scout oath: Duty to God and country, to others, and to self. A bar containing twelve candles represents the points of the scout law. The Eagle box is front-center

MC:



I would like to call upon the veteran Scouter, Mr. _________, who serves as Troop's advancement chairman to ignite the light of scouting.

(Give hand microphone to Scout #1)

MR. LIGHT


(Come to podium.)

Thank you

I am the light of scouting.  Without me, there would only be the darkness of a moonless night. Without me, there is fear and uncertainty. With me, the path is always clearly visible. I can always count on Life Scout ________to be at my side or helping others on the trail.

Scout # 2:


(Dims lights in sanctuary: Breaker switch # __ flipped off )

MR. LIGHT:


(light candle and hand to Scout #1. Return to podium. )

SCOUT #1:


The red candle, like the red of my flag is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or heroically live for our country.

SCOUT #3:

:
The white candle, like the white of my flag, is for purity: cleanliness of purpose, thought and deed.

SCOUT #4:


The blue candle, like the blue of my flag, is for faith and loyalty, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

Mr. LIGHT:


(Take Light of Scouting from Scout #3 and placed on stand. Scouts #1, 2,  3, and 4 return to their pew seats.)

MC: 



(Take microphone from Scout #4)

MR. LIGHT: 


The three candles also represent the three points of the Scout Oath which each scout pledges upon his honor to do his best: His duty to God and Country, to others, and to self.

Please stand and join us in making the scout sign, with three fingers held up on the right hand, and in reciting the Scout Oath or Promise. The troop’s newest Scout, #5, will lead.

MC:



(Hand microphone to #5)

SCOUT #5:

SCOUT OATH:

ON MY HONOR I WILL DO MY BEST:


TO DO MY DUTY TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY,


AND TO OBEY THE SCOUT LAW:


TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES:


TO KEEP MYSELF PHYSICALLY STRONG,


 MENTALLY AWAKE, AND MORALLY STRAIGHT.

MR. LIGHT:


Thank you.  Please be seated

MC:



(Takes microphone from Scout #5, hands to Mr.Light ).

I now call upon Troop 16's Committee Chairman, Mr. _____, to convene this Eagle Scout Court of Honor.

MR. B: 

(Mr. B has the opportunity to make personal remarks about the candidate.  Also recognize  the sponsor of the troop)

By the authority vested in me by the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America,  by the Coastal Empire Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and as Chairman of Troop 16's committee, I declare this Court of Honor to be duly convened.

MR. B:


Scout #6 will light the candles representing the twelve points of the Scout Law.

MR. A:



(Hands Light of Scouting to Scout #6)

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is TRUSTWORTHY:

MR. B:


A scout’s honor is to be trusted.  If he were to violate his honor by telling a lie, or by cheating, or by not doing exactly a given task, when trusted on his honor, he may be directed to hand over his scout badge.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is LOYAL:

MR. B:


He is loyal to all to who loyalty is due, his Scout leader, his home, and parents and country.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is HELPFUL:

MR. B:


 He must be prepared at any time to save life, help injured persons, and share the home duties.  He must do at least one “Good Turn” to somebody ever day.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is FRIENDLY. 

MR. B:


He is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is COURTEOUS.

MR. B:


He is polite to all, especially to women children, old people and the weak and helpless.  He must not take pay for being helpful or courteous.

SCOUT B:


A Scout is KIND.

MR. B:


He is a friend to animals.  He will not kill nor hurt any living creature needlessly, but will strive to save and protect all harmless life.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is OBEDIENT.

MR. B:


He obeys his parents, Scoutmaster, Patrol Leader, and all other duly constituted authorities.

SCOUT B:


A Scout is CHEERFUL:

MR. B:


He smiles whenever he can.  His obedience to orders os prompt and cheery.  He never shirks nor grumbles at hardships.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is THRIFTY:

MR. B:


He does not wantonly destroy property.  He works faithfully, wastes nothing, and makes the best use of his opportunities.  He saves his money so that he may pay his own way, be generous to those in need, and helpful to worthy objects.  He may work for pay, but must not receive tips for courtesies or Good Turns.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is BRAVE.

MR. B:


He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand up for the right against the coaxings of friends or the jeers or threats of enemies, and defeat does not down him.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is CLEAN.

MR. B:


He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd.

SCOUT #6:


A Scout is REVERENT.

MR. B:


He is reverent toward God.  He is faithful in his religious duties, and respects the convictions of others in matters of custom and religion.

MR. A:

(Takes Light of Scouting from Scout #6,  returns it to the stand)

MR B:


Thank you Scout #6. You may now be seated.

(Mr. B takes his seat.)

MC:



I will now call upon various scouts to present the trail to Eagle. 

SCOUT #7:


I am the Tenderfoot.

My three points stand for the three parts of the scout oath.  You find me on the Mariner’s compass, forever pointing the way to the north star and to a safe journey in life. On my face are the two stars representing truth and knowledge, a shield.  which is the emblem of a nation molded together in faith, justice, liberty, and unity. The eagle stands to guard  these precious freedoms of our land.

SCOUT #8:


I am the Second Class.

The ends of my scroll are turned up in the willing smile of the scout.  On my face is our motto: Be Prepared.  Suspended from me is the knot, tied there to remind me of the scout slogan: Do a good turn daily.

SCOUT #9:


I am the First Class.

I was a tenderfoot and I laid my course by the stars of truth and knowledge.  I girded myself with the righteousness of justice and freedom.  I added a smile that I might be a friend to all and bound myself together with the knowledge of duty to others.

SCOUT #10:


I am the Star.

Now that I can stand alone, I have earned the right to improvement on my own.  To me goes the honor of choosing my field.  Before me lies a horizon of endless opportunity.

SCOUT #11:


I am the Life. 

I have shown the world that scouting is in my heart.  I have mastered knowledge of subjects that will benefit my country and my fellow man.  I am ready to reach for my wings to fly.

SCOUT #12:


I am the Eagle.

It has been a long and arduous journey.  I have mastered my goal.  With deep humility I now stand as a representative of the best that scouting can accomplish in the lives of boys.  May I now pass on to my younger brothers a portion of my knowledge.

MC:

 

I would now like to call upon Troop Committee Member, Mr. E who will review the qualifications of an Eagle Scout.

Mr. E:
 


( Mr. E has the option to make some personal remarks)

The Eagle Award is not a rank, position or privilege.  It is the recognition of heart and conscious of a scout. It is the highest award that can be conferred upon a scout based upon exemplary behavior, habit, and participation. Upon recommendation of the Scoutmaster to the Troop Committee, the scout’s credentials are examined.  He is presented to the District Advancement committee for further examination. His appointment is forwarded to the Council Office, then to National Headquarters and then back again. Not every scout passes the scrutiny. In fact, only one out of 100 individuals enrolled in scouting achieve the distinction of becoming an Eagle.

Scout Kirk Blaine has most recently held the troop leadership positions of Assistant Senior Patrol Leader.

He has received the following merit badges:

He planned, organized and executed a community service project at __________  by building a __________. Approximately ___ hours of preparation and implementation work went into the project.  _____________  were donated by ________________.

Additionally, he is very active in the Order of the Arrow, a society of exemplary campers. He has served as ________________and _________.  He is a member of the dance team.

As you will find in your program, he has attended many training courses and is Staff Qualified to be an Instructor.


MC:



Thank you Mr. E

Now I would like to call upon Mr. F, O.A. Dance Team Advisor to challenge the candidate.

MR.F:



(Mr. F has the opportunity to make some personal remarks)

Honor Guard present Life Scout ________ before this Court of Honor where he will be prepared to receive the highest progress award conferred - that of Eagle Scout.

(Eagle candidate is presented to the front of the room, facing the audience by the Honor Guard Scout # 12 & 13. Honor Guard checks to make sure that Eagle Box Light has been turned on.)

I have led many in this long journey from our camp to the summit.  When you began as a young Boy Scout of many years ago,  you had this a mountain of trials and tests to overcome. You stayed focused on the trail as you goal.  You now have reached the summit of expectations in Scouting, the realm where the Eagles fly.  Before admitting you into honored membership, we must first hear the story of your long upward climb along the Eagle trail.

This Scout, after reaching the First Class rank, has worked diligently and has sought experts who gave him valuable counsel on many subjects.  He has been given the advice and encouragement along the trail by capable leaders.

However, before admitting this Scout to the realm of the Eagles, I must have the assurance that ______ has been faithful in serving his troop.  Also, that he has put into practice the giving leadership to younger Scouts before he is entitled to wear the wings of the Eagle.  Mr. Scoutmaster, has your Eagle candidate met these qualifications?

SCOUTMASTER:

(Rises from seat)

Yes, he has.

(Reseats himself)

MR. F:


Scout ______, you have persevered  to achieve the  Eagle Rank. Through your climb up the Scouting trail, the badges have changed as your abilities grew.  One pledge remained unchanged, the Scout Oath.  Is there any reason why you as a new Eagle cannot renew this promise which you first made as a new Scout?

CANDIDATE:
 
No, sir.

MR. F:


Is there anyone present who finds the candidate unworthy of recognition?

(Pause and look from left to right and behind)

Scouting has been a great influence in your life.  It has supplemented the effect of your home, your church, and your school.  You climbed through the ranks of Tenderfoot, Second Class and First Class.

Then additional merit badges allowed you to be a Star Scout, while more and harder ones found you wearing the badge of a Life Scout.  More time and harder requirements found you adding to your qualifications until now you have reached the highest level that Scouting can provide, the Eagle Rank.

Without the love and guidance of understanding parents, a boy is severely handicapped. Your parents have watched you grow and develop.  They have worked with you in health, nursed you in sickness, guided your thoughts and actions, provided spiritual nourishment, and helped you in thousands of untold ways.  Your Adult Leaders have been a strength upon which you lean.   They were always there in times of trouble and for help.  Your home influence will last throughout your life.  I ask your parents to stand beside you as a symbol that they will continue to help the young Eagle to grow in the qualities of leadership and citizenship that a true Eagle must have.

MC: 



I call again upon Scoutmaster Mr.D for the presentation of the Eagle Scout Rank.

SCOUTMASTER:

(Again, the Scoutmaster has the option to speak informally about the candidate.)

(He concludes with) ...  “_______ it is with distinct honor and pleasure that I present you with the Eagle Rank. (Read framed certificate and hand it to the candidate.)

Your father has stood by you over the years and has offered his encouragement and assistance. Eagle Scout _______, you have seen that your father plans to standby you in the future and he had done so in the past.  Do you now promise to do your best as an Eagle Scout?

CANDIDATE:

Yes, sir.

SCOUTMASTER:

Eagle Scout ________, you have seen that your mother plans to standby you in the future as she has done in the past. Do you promise to do your best as an Eagle Scout?

CANDIDATE:

Yes, sir.

SCOUTMASTER:

Honor Guard please present the parents of the Eagle Candidate.

I present this badge to your father, also an Eagle Scout with double silver, bronze, and gold palms. He will pin the Rank on your chest.

(Take the Eagle certificate from candidate to free his hands) 

I present to you, _________, a miniature Eagle pin  which you will present to you mother.  It is customary that you also give your mother an Eagle kiss.

I also present to you an Eagle tie bar which you will present to your father. I’m sure that you will want to thank him for the many hours he has devoted to helping you along the Eagle trail and to the success of our troop.

Honor Guard, please escort Mr. and Mrs ________ to their seats. 

MC:



________, you are now about to join the ranks of Eagle Scouts.  Before doing so, however, we ask you to recommit yourself to Scouting’s essential principles. With distinct pleasure I introduce a veteran Scouter of many years. Mr. G.  Affectionately known by all as ________, he will apply the Eagle Charge to the candidate.

MR. G: 


(Charger has the option to make informal remarks prior to giving the Eagle charge.)

Would all the Eagle Scouts in the audience please stand on the steps behind the Candidate.

_______, I have the honor to give you the Eagle Scout charge on the occasion of your elevation to the highest rank in scouting.

The scouts of all nations constitute one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world’s history.  You have been judged by the Boy Scouts of America as being worthy of the highest rank in this great movement.  All who know you rejoice in your achievement.

Your position, as you know is one of honor and responsibility.  You are a marked man.  As an Eagle scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to country, to your fellow scouts, and to mankind in general.  This is a great undertaking.  As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother scouts.

America had many good things to give you and your children after you; but these good things depend for the most part, on the quality of her citizens; our country has had a great past.  You can help make the future even greater.

I charge you, _________,  to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication.  Be a leader, but lead only toward the best.  Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the high level of service to God and to your fellow man.  So live and serve, that those who know you will be inspired to finer living.  We have too many who use their strength and their brains to exploit others and to gain selfish ends.  I charge you, _________, to be among those who dedicate their skills and ability to the common good.

Build America on the solid foundation of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship, and reverence for God; and, whatever others may do, you will leave behind you a record of which every other scout may be justly proud.

________ , you will now rededicate yourself by repeating again the Scout Oath. as you stand before the three lighted candles representing the three parts of the Scout Oath.  Resolve to uphold forever, its principles with the ambition and perseverance that have brought you thus far.

EAGLE SCOUT:
 
(Recites Scout Oath.)

MR. G:


Your conduct along the trail has been excellent.  You have rededicated yourself to the principles of Scouting,, but one more thing is important.  Your future.

As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other scouts of lower rank.  You become an example in your community. Remember, that your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you.  To falter in your responsibilities would not only reflect upon you, but on your fellow Eagles and all Scouting.  The torch you carry is not only yours, but is our’s also.

______, I challenge you to enter this Eagle brotherhood, holding ever before you, without reservation, the ideals of honor and service, by the repetition of the Eagle Scout Promise before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout.  Through Scouting, they will mean more now than they could have meant at any time in the past.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout, make the Scout sign, and repeat after me:

“I, (repeat your name) reaffirm my allegiance / to the three promises of the Scout Oath. / I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself / the obligations and responsibilities of the rank of Eagle Scout / on my honor / I will do my best / to make my training an example / my rank and my influence / count strongly for better Scouting / and better citizenship / in my troop and in my country/ and in my contacts with other people / to this I pledge my sacred honor.”

Scouts, parents and guests, by the authority vested in me by the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America, it is my privilege and pleasure to pronounce ________ an Eagle Scout. May the oath you have taken remain graven on your heart forever.

It is customary in troop __ to present an Eagle Neckerchief.  I will take the honor on behalf of all the troop staff to present this to you.

(Mr. G  leaves the podium to affix Eagle Neckerchief and slide around Eagle’s neck.)

All Eagles may now return to their seats

MC:



Thank you Mr. G.

Now, I would like to ask Mr. H  if he would welcome the new Eagle.

MR. H:


( Mr. H  has the opportunity to make some personal remarks)

______, as a representative of the Eagle Scouts of the Coastal Empire Council, I wish to welcome you to the brotherhood of Eagle Scouts.  Little more than 1% of the boys who enter scouting achieve what you have here tonight.  The requirements are demanding, but fair.  Your achievement is recognition of your perseverance and ability.

But I am not here to talk of your past accomplishments, which are great, but of your future opportunities.  Many years ago, I received my Eagle Rank, since then  it has constantly enriched my life.  When you go to a scouting function, you will be recognized as an achiever, and you will have the opportunity of standing as an equal among the leaders.

But I think that your eagle Rank will go far beyond Scouting itself.  When you are applying to a college or university, or when you are seeking employment, having Eagle Scout on the application can open doors.  I know, because it has helped me in countless ways.

More than that, the things you have done, the leadership and sense of honor you have developed will stand in your better stead than a certificate and a piece of ribbon in a drawer.  You will have more opportunity to be of service to your fellow man, through your school, your employment, and through scouting, because you know what you are capable of doing.

In the years to come, you will casually meet people who were Eagles too, and there is an instant bond of comradeship.  You have each shared a common experience, though he may be from the West coast and you from Savannah.  You each know the other can be trusted, as a friend or as a worker.  The comradeship among Eagles extends throughout the nation, and wherever you go, in the world of Scouting, or in the larger world beyond; for the rest of your life, you travel as a marked man, an Eagle Scout! Welcome!

MC:



 Thank you Mr. H.

Now I would like to call upon Troop Committeeman, Mr. I, to read a few congratulatory letters.

MR. I



(Mr. I has the opportunity to make a few personal remarks)

Letter to be supplied.  (Senator, State Representative, governor, Mayor, etc.)

MC:

 

Thank you Mr. I.


Before we dismiss the newest Eagle Scout in the Coastal Empire Council, I would like to ask him to say a few words. Eagle Scout ________ would you like to address the audience?

EAGLE:


Yes, I would. 

I would like to thank everyone here for your support during the past almost five years while I have been in scouting.  I particularly appreciate all that has been done this evening and the recognition that you have given to me. 

Just a few months ago, my ambition in life was to live.  I was diagnosed with a brain tumor, which impaired my activity level.  Since then I have fully recovered and have been devoting much of my activity to finishing my work for the Eagle Scout Rank.

Every person in the world has a purpose in his or her lives.  We cannot Predict our futures because it can change at any second. A human can only imagine and hope for a purpose.  My purpose would be to help the lives of people, no matter what career choice I enter.  

In summation, my main purpose in life is to serve my fellow mankind, and to be prosperous and happy in what ever I do.

Again, thank you; and may God bless each you in every way.

MC:



I now call upon Troop __ Committee chairman, Mr. B to close the Eagle Court.

MR. B:


All Business being concluded, I declare this Eagle Court of Honor 

adjourned.

SCOUT #3:


As I put out this White Candle, representing purity, may we be ever  mindful of the obligation that a scout is clean. He is clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a moral crowd.

SCOUT #6:


Extinguishes last four (4) of the Scout Law candles.

SCOUT # 4:


As I extinguish this Blue Candle, representing loyalty, may we be ever mindful of the obligation that a Scout is Loyal.  He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due: to his Scout leaders, to his fellow scouts, to his family, to himself, to his faith, and to our country.

SCOUT #6:


Extinguishes middle four (4) of the Scout Law candles

SCOUT #1:


As I extinguish this Red Candle  representing courage and sacrifice, may we be ever mindful of our obligation that a scout is brave.  He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand up for the right against the coaxing of friends and the jeers or threats of enemies, and defeat does not down him.

SCOUT # 6:
 

Extinguishes the first four (4) of the Scout Law Candles.

MC: 



Reverend ________ will give the Benediction.

REV. ________:

Benediction

MC:



Thank you Rev. _______ 

Honor Guard, please escort the Coast Empire Council’s newest Eagle scout and his parents to the fellowship hall.

(Pause)

I would like to dismiss all Eagle Scouts so they can be the first to congratulate the Eagle Scout _________ in the fellowship hall.

(Pause for the isle to be cleared)

Please rise for the retirement of the colors.

SCOUT #2:


(Flip switch #22 on)

Color Guard post.

ORGANIST: 


Plays:
 AMERICA “My country tis of thee...”

  
COLOR GUARD        HONOR GUARD        USHERS         PROGRAMS
Scout #1        

Scout #2       

Scout #3

Scout #4

Scout #5

Scout #6

LIGHT DIMMER
Esoteric supplies and props:                      Responsible individual
1. Red, white, and blue candles




2. Log with three candle holes

3. Twelve (12) white candles

4. Log with 12 candle holes

5. Eagle box

6. Microphone

7. Advancement cards

8. Eagle banner

9. Eagle badge and Mother’s pin

10. Letters from notorious individuals

11. U.S. and troop flags

12. Programs

13. Food and beverage

14. Video & photographs
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