CROSS OVER CEREMONY

Representative of Cub Pack stands on other side of bridge and calls to the troop.

The troop ignores.

Calls again, “Scouts of Troop-16 I am Cub Master ___ who has some boys that wish to join Troop 16.”

Troop says, “Do you smell something. Could it be a rabbit, skunk, deer, maybe a cub bear.”

Cub leader calls again.

One asks, “ I think that I hear something. Could it bee an owl, a crow, a frog, a fox, a wolf. sounds like a bear cub calling.”

My mission is to inspect, accept, or reject those who attempt to cross my bridge into Troop 16's the adventurous world of Boy Scouting.

Why to you wish to step on my bridge?

Does some wild animal of the forest find sport in chasing you here?

Have you been put out as orphans to find your own way?

Why are you here?

Do you wish to get to the other side?

Who has told you of this bridge?

And what right, sir, do you wish them to pass my inspection?

You may take a step forward.


Who vouches for you?

You may take another step forward.

How do you vote members of the troop?  Members of the troop stand and raise a horizontal stave meaning: no admittance.

I must warn you of the perils that await them on the other side.

You come from the security of a Cubing.  This is a nurturing time where you are held close to your mother.  You find safety in her presence, do you not? You have expired you time and must move on. Is this not so?

Take another step forward.

Let me warn each of you that once you have crossed over this bridge, you can never go back. Do you understand?

Take another step forward.

On the other side you will be expected to dry your tears, be self-reliant, grow tall, be strong, be a leader to help other people. Can you do this?

Take another step forward.

Let me introduce you to the members of the troop.

Trustworthy - Reverent.

Read definition.

Do you agree with these principles we hold as law?

Take another step forward.

Do you promise to attend the troop meetings regularly to the best of your ability?

Take another step forward.

Do you promise to obey your designated leaders at all times with unswerving loyalty?

Take another step forward.

Like his blanket woven of many strands of thread, you will weave a pattern for your life on the other side.  Like this blanket of many colors, you will see the same thing in many different ways.  Others will see the same and being different. You must learn to compromise.

Can you do this?

Take another step forward.

Since you have answered all the questions in the affirmative and have been recommenced by your cub leader, I will Call for another troop vote. Each member of the troop stands and presents his stave in the vertical position.

You are to pass. Beyond is the fire of Troop 16. The Scoutmaster and troop members wait you there. But first, you must be given the handshake, motto and slogan.

Upon entering you will be given a shirt that will advertize that you have been accepted as a member of troop 16 with all the right and privileges thereof.

With this horn, the very same horn that the founder of Boy Scouts, Lord Baden-Powell, used to assemble his troop on Gilweld field on Treasure Island in 1910, your arrival will be signaled so that all may know.

Members of troop 16 stand and greet your new scouts.

