
WORDS OF ADVICE

ADDRESS PARENTS:

FACT: The more activities you put your kids in, the more you hurt them.

There is scouts, school work, band, baseball, football, basketball, soccer, hockey, church youth fellowship, the job list around the house and the list goes on and on.

They will burn out, resort to obstreperous behavior, alcohol, drugs to cope with the pressure.  

Pressure to do well, to excel, to please you, to stand out in the peer group

They don’t want to disappoint a parent, teacher, friend, coach or any of the multitude of people that have a finger on the approval control switch. 

They need down time to just hang out, listen to music, talk on the phone

They need time when the pressure is off.

I coached baseball for ten years and before that football.

I kicked more parents out of the ball park than kids off the team for behavioral reasons.

Remember scouting is a game: 

By definition: A game is what you do in your spare time. It’s voluntary.  Let the boys choose and you be the spectator.  If you step into the game, assist all the boys not just your son.

As you may be aware my son is an Eagle scout from this troop.  He was not elected to the OA but when a boy, who was elected chose to leave summer camp early, the SM picked him as a replacement.  I had nothing to do with the switch.  My son went on to become the Tomo-Chi-Chi Lodge chief and was awarded the coveted Vigil honor.  I never attended a single OA function while he was involved.  He did it on his own.

Wait till they get their license to drive.  There will be nothing you can do to keep them out of harms way, except give them anxiety attacks.

ADDRESS BOYS:

For you that are here this morning, I applaud you interest in wanting to become a better individual through leadership training.  You show your leaders dedication and your intent to move up the ranks in the greatest youth organization in the world.

The principles you learn cannot be found in the teachings at your school, church, sports teams and in most instances at home.  You will carry them throughout your life and they will serve you well and speed you success in all you endeavor to undertake.

For they boys who are not here.  I think that speaks for itself.  They have other priorities that to either a parent or themselves is more important.  

This session has been in the works since before you went to summer camp.  It is usually held during the first week of August before school starts and other commitment are made.  Numerous reasons have caused the delay, which I won’t get into because that starts the finger pointing. 

None-the-less the delay has encouraged the competition of other activities to interfere with your being informed of the fundamental games rules of Scouting.  I am glad you are here and interested.  

For those who are not here and not interested for whatever reason, it will be their loss.

