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------------------------------------------
     James A. Blaine was born in Ulster Province, Parish of Raphoe, County of Donegal, Ireland, in 1715 and immigrated with his wife, Elizabeth, and two sons to Donegal, Pennsylvania in 1745. He died in 1792.

   James Blaine fathered two sons, Ephraim (1741-1804) and Joseph (1742), both of whom were born in Ireland.

Ephraim entered the army as a Colonel at the commencement of the Revolutionary War, and was subsequently made Commissary General of the Continental Army.  He was with Washington in many of the most trying scenes of the Revolution and enjoyed his complete confidence.  During the "Dark Winter" at Valley Forge, the preservation of the American Army from starvation was in a great degree owing to his exertions.  He died in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1804.

Ephraim fathered two sons, James (1766-1832) and Robert (1769-1826) with his first wife, Rebecca Galbreth (1744-1795) and five daughters from his second wife, Sarah Elizabeth (1759-1850).

     Robert wedded Susanne Metzger and fathered three daughters. Ephraim M. Blaine was born in 1796, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Ephraim graduated from Dickinson college with a degree in medicine. He enlisted in the U.S. Army as was assigned to the field Hospital in Savannah in 1830 to combat the yellow fever epidemic that annually ravaged the city from 1829 through 1876. While being a resident, Capt. Blaine, M.D. was quartered in the Oglethorpe Barracks and served as an assistant surgeon. 

On the occasion of March 17, 1833, Capt. Blaine was given the honor of presenting a St. Patrick's day toast to his Irish Brothers.

   "'The Emerald Isle."  Honored be her sons, for their devotion to chivalry and free principles, but not more so, than their adoration humbly paid at the shrine of the "last best gift to man.'"

     In the thirty-ninth year of his life on March 13, 1835, he succumbed to the ravages of the yellow fever.  His remains are entered in the Colonial Cemetery (section J-9) beneath a white marble table-slab erected by his family. 

His peers paid tribute to him as:

"A high minded, honorable gentleman, skilled in his profession, and constant in his attention to those of all grades under his care; he is deeply lamented by his associates and fellow brother officer."

    His nephew, James Gillespie Blaine born in 1830, was elected by his constituents as Speaker of the House of Representatives in 1869. He was elected as a Senator from the state of Maine and continued in this position for twenty years.  His party nominated him as the Presidential candidate in 1876 and again in 1884.  He declined nominations in 1881 and 1889 to serve as Secretary of State under Presidents Garfield and Harrison during which time he formed the Pan American Congress. He died in Washington in the service of his country in 1893.
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