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   During the "dark winter" at Valley Forge, Colonel Ephraim Blaine was with General Washington.  The condition of the inadequately fed and housed patriots during 1777-78 marked the low point in the struggle for independence.  Through the arduous labors of Col. Blaine, as Commissary-General of the Continental Army, our American forefathers persevered.  Washington himself awarded Ephraim the credit of saving the army from utter starvation.

   Ephraim (1741-1804) was the son of James (1715-1792) and Isabella Blaine, who in 1745 journeyed from their home in the Parish of Raphoe, County of Donegal, Ireland, to the port of Londonberry, and subsequently to the New World.

    Previous to the Blaine immigration were two prior periods of mass exodus from Ireland taking place in the 1600s and again beginning in 1717 and continuing for forty years.  The organizers of the first wave had formed the Bay Company of Massachusetts.  A charter had been granted by King James presumably for the purpose of taxable commercial trade in America.  The colony would, however, become a citadel for Protestantism, which defiled both England and her Anglican church.  These Separatists formed a society where the will of God would create a perfect Kingdom on earth in America.  There would be no Bishops, Archbishops, idolatrous rituals or trappings that exalted the clergy as a substitute for God in the divine worship service.

  The Presbyterians had been met with persecution after the restoration of the Stuarts in 1660.  Ministers were prohibited under severe penalties from holding services or baptizing members of their congregation. The Blaine's were powerless to change the intolerable conditions of religious persecution dealt at the hands of the native-born Roman Catholics.  By the 1740s, the Ulster Scots were departing for America at a rate of 12,000 a year.  The conditions in Northern Ireland were abominable. Estates were confiscated when oppressive fines were uncollected.  Land holders were imprisoned. Factories closed. Land rents increased unbounded reducing the tenants to a condition of poverty.

   The Presbyterians insisted on a structured church organization.  Groups of churches formed themselves into Presbyterys.  Groups of Presbyterys were collected into Synods which would exercise control over members.  Members were admitted to the faith by acceptance of confirmation of belief in the Westminster Confession and the Holy Sacraments.

    Benjamin Franklin was an early pew holder and contributor of the Philadelphia Presbyterian Church, however he constantly argued against the adaption of the Westminister Confession of Faith as being part of the ritualistic dogma of the Church of England and in conflict with an individuals right of freedom of conscience.  Franklin published numerous inflammatory "Dogood Letters" claiming that the Synod did not have the authority to impose its faith on the consciences of others.  He attacked the establishment as being an "enemy to reason, justice, and liberty."  Over Franklin's objections, the Synod confirmed the administration of the Westminister Confession as a required doctrine of faith.  The confession had always been central to the Presbyterian philosophy since being adopted by parliament in 1648 following the Puritan Revolution.  Franklin left the church defeated.

  James and Isabella made Philadelphia and Carlisle, Pennsylvania, temporary homes; but they eventually settled in the Toboyne frontier township.  Ehpraim claimed a large tract of land on the south side of the Blue Juniata Creek in the Cumberland Valley district, the bread-basket of the state.  The Blaines quickly became conspicuous in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Being famous in the annals of Scotland, they continued to enjoy much prosperity and enviable social rank.  The Blaine house was 45 x 55 feet, with five rooms on each of the two floors; there was a full basement.  All walls were plastered and the rooms were elegantly furnished.  Mr. Jonathan Lenz, a principle officer of the village of Economites said, "The Blaines were liberal livers, fond of good horses and hunting; men of the best class of those days."

   Although the English claimed western Pennsylvania and Ohio Valley territory as their own, the French had a string of fortifications in place.  They stirred up the Indians by paying a scalp bounty on settlers.  The military spirit of the colonies were particularly peaked by fielding militia in remedial actions.  In 1752 Governor Dinwiddie appointed Washington as a district adjutant of the Virginia state militia with the rank of Major.  Through harsh remedial actions against the French and Indians by General Braddock, James was reminded of the British policies which had driven him from Donegal in Northern Ireland.  

    Ephraim was the eldest of James' nine children, four boys and five girls, and shared his father's disposition and political sentiments.   Young Ephraim was tutored, upon the recommendation of Benjamin Franklin, by fellow Irishman, Dr. Allison, who had been awarded a Doctorate of Divinity degree from the University of Glasgow.  Dr. Allison's institution in Philadelphia was known as the most prestigious of the time.  Dr. Allison was known as the greatest classical scholar in America.  He located his residence in the Toboyne Township neighboring the Blaine's.  Like the Blaines he was from the Irish Township of Donegal.  A fellow pupil was John Dickinson, who published "Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer," an  inflammatory essay fueling resistance to British domination.  The message was familiar to the disposition of James Blaine from the days in Ireland under British tyranny.  Ephraim, John Dickinson, and Dr. Allison would take a leading role in the events which lead up to, during, and subsequent to the American Revolution.

   While completing his studies, Ephraim was appointed as the commander of Fort Legonier, Pennsylvania and served in this position with distinction and honor from 1759 until 1763.  In 1763, Ephraim, now twenty-two, joined the Second British Provincial Regiment and received an appointment as commissary-sergeant.  He traveled the road through the wilderness from Carlisle to Fort Pitt through the bloody Indian Cumberland County battles of Chief Pontiac's Indian nation alliance.  

    In his travels and through the execution of his duties, he became acquainted with a young Virginia officer, Lieutenant Colonel George Washington, who had surveyed regions of the Ohio Territory for Virginia Governor Dinwiddie.  Both men had been trained by the British, were familiar with the geography of the region, and were experienced in the tactics of Indian warfare. This experience would be heavily drawn upon by the emerging nation's struggle for independence.

   In May of 1763, Ephraim was engaged with the Bouguet expedition during the savage "Pontiac war" to liberate and to provide much needed supplies to Fort Pitt, which had been under siege day and night for four days.  In route, the troops were attacked by an overwhelming force of Delaware and Shawanee Indians.  In the desperate battle of Bushy Run, the Pennsylvania militia were able to throw the Indians into tactical mayhem; which resulted in their ambush.  After defeating the Indians and delivering the supplies to Fort Pitt, Col. Bouguet, a gallant Swiss officer with seven years experience in fighting the American Indians, returned East to raise an army to march past Fort Pitt and into the Ohio Valley.  By September, 1763, in spite of difficulties in raising a troop and supplies, he reached Fort Pitt by blazing a new road through the wilderness and continuing Westward.  Within two months, he had defeated the Delaware and Shawnee nations and set two hundred white captives free.  Chief Pontiac retreated into the Illinois country where "no white man has ever walked" and was no longer a threat to the trans-allegheny pioneers.

   In May, 1765, a treaty was signed by Governor Penn which opened peace and lifted restrictions on Indian trade in the western territory.  Ephraim settled in Carlisle, and a month later was wedded to Rebecca Gillespie of Celtic decent and of Catholic faith.  She was a lady of great wealth, profound education, stunning beauty, and congenial charm.  During the years before conflict with England, their home maintained a reputation as a gathering point of hospitality, "where the feast of reason was not infrequently followed by a banquet of more substantial quality." Ehpraim acquired several tracts of land consisting of thousands of acres around Pittsburgh along the Monongahela River, rich in coal and iron.  However at the time, the land was valued for timber, and once cleared, was some of the choicest agricultural land in the state.

   Ephraim's reputation for open-hearted generosity, true Spartan honesty, and pure integrity earned him the respect for appointment as the Justice of Common Pleas and Sheriff of Cumberland County in October 22, 1771 until 1774.  He acquired land, built a mill and, with his father's assistance, erected a stone Presbyterian church on the square in Carlisle which he faithfully attended and supported throughout his life.    

   In Boston, zealot Patriots were meeting frequently and polarizing the populace to bloody riots following the Sugar Act of 1764 and the Stamp Act of 1765.  Soon to follow was the Boston Massacre of 1770.  As a result of the Boston Tea Party in 1773, the Boston Harbor was closed to trade until the city reimbursed the East Tea Company for the value of 342 casks of tea dumped into the water. The British declared Martial Law and occupied the town with troops.  Additional duties were collected to pay the royal governors and crown officials with the intention that they would be more responsive to the will of the King. To all of this the Colonists screamed "Taxation without representation."  The Minute Men prepared themselves for action.

    In 1772 Samuel Adams, a Massachusetts Sons of Liberty leader, encouraged all the colonies to organize themselves against the British.  He set up a series of Committees of Correspondence of which Thomas Jefferson, Henry Lee, and Patrick Henry were distinguished members.  In September 1774, delegates from all colonies assembled in Philadelphia as the First Continental Congress.  James sympathized with the colony's struggle with the English intolerance of individual consciousness and religious freedom.  

   On July 12, 1774, Ephraim joined with Dr. Alison, John Armstrong, Robert Callender, Jonathan Hoge and others in forming a committee "to correspond with the committees of this province or of the other provinces upon the great subjects of the public attention, and to cooperate in every measure conducing to general welfare of British America."  

    Because of Ephraim's extraordinary impression of efficiency, high courage, and dependability, he was able to raise at once a battalion of able-bodied men of substance.  He was commissioned by the Pennsylvania Council of Safety as Lieutenant-Colonel of the First Battalion of the Cumberland County Militia.  Before the end of hostilities, there would be eight more battalions raised from the pioneer settlers of the Cumberland Territory.  With the seat of liberty located in Philadelphia about 105 miles east and the garrison on the frontier of the western territory 200 miles west of Fort Pitt, Cumberland County was the vast agricultural region that would eventually supply most of the troops and provisions for the Continental Army and the Pennsylvania State Militia.  

    From the consequence of owning vast estates of rich agricultural land and from his history in the British commissary, Ephraim was assigned the duty of Special Purchasing agent for Quartermaster's supplies by the Continental Congress on April 19, 1776.  In October, Ephraim was given the commission to supply the battalion of Col. Mackay.  Noting his competence and the diligent performance of duty, Congress further commissioned him as Commissary of Supplies for the entire Cumberland County region.  By August 6, 1777, the Congress commissioned him as Deputy Commissary General of the Continental Army.

        Because of Ephraim's reputation to take on a mammoth task and to follow the chosen course of action to an unswerving conclusion, he was considered to be a charismatic leader of superb natural talent and quality.  Few men demonstrated the conviction and perseverance as Ephraim Blaine.  Even one of Washington's most faithful and trusted officers, Benedict Arnold, eventually fell pray to the temptation of treacherous deceit.  Ephraim never swerved in his allegiance to his Commander in Chief or his country.  He never placed personal gain above his honor and commitment to duty.

   After committing twelve colonial companies of men to action, on April 17, 1776, the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council resolved to appointed Ephraim as Colonel of Commissary Provisions for the Cumberland Territory, thus denying him a field command, but insuring that the Commonwealth's infantry would be properly supplied.  The knowledge and experience he had gained in service to the British in the Commissary Department during the Bouquet Expeditions would be more valuable to the defense of the United colonies than field service.  Potential officers seeking glory and fame were easily enlisted.  Often there were more officers available than soldiers to command.  Every European of nobility clamored for a field position in our domestic conflict, thinking it to be great sport.

    In the following year, due to the transfer of General Nathaniel Green to field service, General George Washington recommended his close and trustworthy personal friend, Col. Ephraim Blaine, to the Continental Congress as Deputy Commissary-General of the Middle Military Department, consisting of  New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland.  By November 1777, Quartermaster General Thomas Mifflin resigned, leaving a department in extreme chaos and mismanagement.  Congress had failed to appoint experienced military officers to supervise the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments.  Three departments existed, the Purchasing, the Issuing, and the Wagonmaster departments.  Civilian staffing was often dishonest and unpatriotic.  Allegations of theft, fraud, and corruption among the deputy agents resulted in a court martial trial.  If found guilty, the offender was drummed out of camp in disgrace.

    Following the resignation of the Commissary Generals William Buchanan of Maryland and Jeremiah Wadsworth of Connecticut, Col. Ephraim Blaine was offered the commission as the Commissary General of Purchases of the Continental Army. Blaine found that the position of full Commissary General of Purchases was extremely challenging.  The department under Buchanan tenure was in a state of chaos.  Of Buchanon, Washington complained, "at present, neither the principle of the Department nor any of his deputies make their appearance in camp".  Buchanan showed no activity, even following pressing exertions of Washington for him to exert some effort toward the relief of the destitute conditions of his wintering army at Valley Forge.

    Ephraim Blaine was the exception to the rule.  He exerted a colossal effort to overcome the department deficiencies in moving supplies to Valley Forge in spite of broken roads, bad weather, and quagmired wagons - obstacles insurmountable for the ordinary man.  Ephraim earned the unabashed gratitude of Washington.  He knew that he could count on Col. Blaine to rise above adversity when all others about him failed.

    From the moment of his first appointment in 1776 until the fall of 1783, Ephraim Blaine's life was consumed in providing every bullet, boot, and bite of biscuit until the various state militia and continental armies disbanded.

    John Copley, announced in August 6, 1775, "The flame of civil war is now broken out in America, and I have not the least doubt it will rage with a violence equal to what it has ever done in other countries at any time...You must also know, I think that the people have gone too far to retract and that they will adopt the proverb which says, 'When the sword of rebellion is drawn, the sheath should be thrown away.' And the Americans have it in their power to baffle all that England can do against them."  

    On May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress appointed George Washington to command the Continental Army.  Washington took command of Bunker Hill on June 16 at Boston with a force of 14,000 militia and by July 1775 he took Cambridge, Massachusetts. Using the Fort Ticonderoga cannon, he took a position on the Dorchester Heights overlooking Boston.  The cannon was sledded 200 miles by Benedict Arnold and Ethan Allen.  On St. Patrick's day, March 17, 1776, the British evacuated the city in fear that the cannon would destroy British ships in the Boston harbor.  Washington had forced the retreat with an army that had no equipment, no food, no clothing, no shelter, and only the rifle, shot, powder, and flint that was personally brought by the troops.

    The Second Continental Congress commissioned Ephraim to make a Treaty with the Western Indians on December 23, 1775.  These duties would be in concert with his obligation to resolve the Western Indian up-rising. The conflict with the great Indian nations and our forefathers had raged off and on for over ten years.  At times fifty white settlers were killed for each Indian claimed.  The massacres occurred, in part, because the settlers were not protected by state militia which had been drawn into anticipated conflict with the British.  The states of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania argued over boundaries and jurisdiction.  The various governors were more concerned with the safety of persons and taxable property in the large settlements and cities, such as Philadelphia, Williamsburg, Boston and New York, than the lonely, unknown and expendable wilderness pioneer.  Ephraim Blaine, for all practical purposes, was the Commander-in-chief of the Indian wars.  His expenses in the performance of these duties remain, to this day, unpaid by congress.  From Ehraim's altruistic example, George Washington likewise refused compensation from his country.

    The Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776 and signed only by John Hancock, the presiding officer, and Charles Thomas, the secretary. On August 2, others signed a parchment copy with the stipulation that their names not be made public for fear they would be arrested and hung as traitors.  Benjamin Franklin remarked, "We must all hang together or assuredly we shall hang separately."  Although the signers of the Declaration were duly appointed by the various governors as representatives from the thirteen colonies, they had affixed their individual names on the document which concluded, "...we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."  By November 15, 1777, the Articles of Confederation were signed by the individual colonies in which "The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, for their common defense, security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare."

    The fact that Blaine was a close friend of Washington is a simple but meaningful fact.  The Father of His Country was not given to making a public assembly-room of his heart.  He guarded the approaches to it with jealous care, scowling at presumptuous informality.  No comer who could not give the pass-words of soberness and truth, of loyalty and manhood, might hope for entrance.  Therefore, Washington surrounded himself with men of moral and mental worth.  Ehpraim was not only a friend to Washington, he was his comrade-in-arms.  Both were members in a Freemason's organization of which Washington would become the Master of his lodge following his tenure as President.  Through this fraternal connection, Washington knew that he could depend on Ephraim to do all within his power to accomplish the impossible, far beyond the effort of an ordinary man.  On more than one occasion, when the Continental treasury was empty, he advanced large sums of money for the purpose of supplies for the troops, thus averting discontent and disaster.  Through his personal sacrifice, Ephraim often quelled the Continental troops on the verge of riotous disobedience for the lack of provisions.

   Col. Blaine's charge was not an easy task.  Not all colonies and colonists subscribed to the causes of independence from Great Briton or the idea of colonial unity.  In the southern states, for instance, Loyalists outnumbered the patriots, thinking the conflict in the northern states was none of their business.  This propensity was echoed years later by the fact that Georgia and North Carolina were two of the last states to ratify the Constitution.  Numerous battles in the Carolinas were won by British Loyalists. In spite of the friendly British occupation of the "King Cotton" ports of Charleston and Savannah, the style of life and pace of commerce could not have been better. 

   Once the second-and-third largest continental ports of Boston and Philadelphia were opened and evacuated by the British, the states of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania considered the war finished and no longer felt compelled  to support the effort.  Washington wrote, "The representation which Colo. Blaine made to me of the Council having offered the state Agent to send no more supplies to the Army was founded upon a letter which he had received from his deputy in Philada.... I called upon Colo. Blaine for an official account in writing with which he furnished me, and which I transmitted to Congress. ...I have received from the Commissary General, there is a very great deficiency of the quotas required by the requisitions of 1779 and 1780."

   Washington complained to the Continental Congress on March 24, 1781, concerning Pennsylvania's provisions, "I do myself the honor to inclose the Copy of a letter from the Commy. General of purchases, principally to shew to what a situation we shall soon be reduced for Flour, should the State of Pennsylvania adhere to their order to their Agent to send no more forward, on account of the Convention Troops being ordered into that State.  I hope there may have been some misconceptions in the matter, for it is hardly possible that the State should stop supplies for the Army because about 1500 prisoners are brought into it for support."

   No American National cohesion exited.  The colonies were a far step from accepting a united effort to remove the British from her shores. All the Colonies still considered themselves to sovereign. Virginia and Pennsylvania had quarrelled with each other in the dispute over propriety of Ft. Pitt.  New York and New Hampshire disagreed over the boundary and clashed over the ownership of the Green Mountains.  Connecticut claimed parts of the Wyoming Valley along the Susquehanna River.  

   As a consequence of these states failing to support the Continental Army, the rank and file from these states became equally belligerent to the leadership of The Commander in Chief. On February 7, 1778, George Washington wrote, "Mr. Blaine informs me, in the most decisive terms, that he had not the least prospect of answering the demands of the Army.... We have every reason to apprehend the most ruinous consequences.  The spirit of desertion among Soldiery, never before rose to such a threatening height, as at the present time.  The murmurs on account of Provisions are become universal, and what may ensue, if a better prospect does not speedily open, I dread to conjecture."

   Washington wrote to the Continental Congress War Board, May 27, 1780, from his headquarters at Morris Town, "On Thursday night however Two Regiments Mutinied, but after expostulations and exertions by the Officers of their line and some Others who come to their assistance they returned to their Huts. Such reiterated, Such a constant series of distresses cannot but have the most pernicious consequences.  I request the favor of the Board to forward the inclosed to Colo. Blaine, by which he is urged to push on every possible relief of Cattle in his power to procure."  Stiff penalties were rendered at General Court Martials.  Some offenders were given 120 lashes on a shirtless back, fined, or imprisoned. Others were given dishonorable discharges from service.  Some were shot by a firing squad.

    To compound the dilemma, most farmers sold their produce and stock to the British for coin of the realm rather than accept the paper script promises of the Continental Congress's Department of Finance.  The army was on the brink of perishing from hunger, cold, and desertion. In correspondence of November 11, 1777, Washington reported, "From the success which many Officers and others who I have sent out have had, I am convinced that there are large quantities of Shoes, leather Breeches and other Articles of Clothing in the hands of the makers or people who have bought them up to make a market by monopolizing them, these I have taken wherever they were to be found.  I must therefore entreat you Sir to employ in the same business, and where they find Goods suitable for the Army, if the owners will not part with them, I will engage, by the power vested in me by Congress, to compel them."  Washington's correspondence of February 25, 1778, states, "I approve of your seizing Cabby's Flour, as I have the smallest doubt, from your information, but it was designed for the Enemy."

   In a correspondence from Washington to Ephraim Blaine on November 21, 1777 while headquartered at White Marsh, "Whereas large supplies of Wheat and Flour are wanted for the use of the Army under my command, You are to repair immediately to the State of Jersey and to use every prudent possible exertion to procure such quantities, as may be necessary for the purpose above mentioned, offering and paying for the same a just and generous price.  It is hoped and expected, that you will find no difficulty in the execution of this business.  However, if there should be any holders of these Articles, who for base and sordid principles, demand an exorbitant and unwarrantable price for the same, you are authorized, in case you cannot agree, to take them, giving Certificates for the Quantities you receive, to be paid for, agreeable to the prices and regulations that may be fixed on by  the Assembly of the said state."

   A second inherent dilemma faced by Col. Blaine was the inability of Congress to raise funds necessary to field armies on all fronts.  Congress did not have the authority to levy tax to raise capital; this authority was held by the sovereignty of the individual states.  Congress estimated the cost of an army and divided the anticipated costs and supply lists among the participating states. In a May 31, 1780, letter to Joseph Jones, the Virginia delegate to the congress, Washington wrote, " One state will comply with a requisition of congress, another neglects to do it, a third executes it by halves, and all differ, either in the manner; the matter; or so much in point of time, that we are always working up Hill and ever shall be unable to apply our strength or resources to any advantage."  As a consequence, Washington's strategic offensive plan was restricted to short engagements, routing out the British in isolated pockets of light resistance using rank and file volunteers and donated supplies for short term results.  To achieve a major victory the Commander in Chief needed immense supplies.  To obtain the necessary provisions, on the other hand, the Continental Congress had to have a decisive victory to convince the states that the war for independence was obtainable.

   General Washington reported to the Continental Congress in August 15, 1779, from his headquarters at West Point in response to an appeal made to Congress by Genl. Sullivan's proposal for an additional army, "In the letter which I had the honor of addressing to your Excellency the 6th. instant I promised a state of facts to show that every thing in my power has been done to give success to the Western expedition.  I am sorry to find the appeal which Genl. Sullivan has made to congress that he has misstated several particulars of importance, and that in providing for his own justification in case of misfortune, he has left the matter upon such a footing as to place me in a delicate situation.  In justice to myself I beg leave to make a few remarks on the different parts of his letter.  The plan he proposes was to have two bodies, each superior to the whole force of the enemy to operate both on the Mohawk River and by way of the Susquehannah.  This plan might have been desirable if the number of troops, the state of our finances, and of our supplies had permitted its execution, but it was impracticable on all these accounts.... but if men could have been procured we should have failed in supplies.  If we have met with so many difficulties disappointments and delays in providing for the present force how would it have been possible to have provided for double the number? ...On the part of Genl. Sullivan's letter which relates to the Quarter Master and Commissary's department; I shall only observe that there have no doubt been very great delays.  Whether these have proceeded in part from a want of exertion or wholly from the unavoidable impediments, which the unhappy state of our currency opposes at every step, I have not sufficient information to determine; but from the approved capacity, attention, assiduity with which the operations of these departments are conducted, I am inclined to make every allowance, and to impute our disappointments to the embarrassments of the times, and not to neglect. ...my pressing and repeated entreaties were employed with the Quarter Master and Commissary General in personal conferences."  Washington goes on to say that magazines of provisions which Genl. Sullivan has taken were set in place long before he was nominated to command and that provisions, adequate for the 3,000 men in his command, are not yet in place as the resources of the country are inadequate to support another command.

   In June 14, 1775, The Continental Congress allocated a war budget of two million dollars to support an army of 20,000 troops. The states were expected to raise the necessary funds for various offensive actions.  However, with losses at  Brandywine, New York and Germantown, many were skeptical of pledging allegiance to a lost cause and were fearful of British reprisal if independence was unobtainable.  Consequently, only twenty thousand dollars were raised by the states and only 6,000 troops were assembled.  Congress was bankrupt.  Neither the purchase of needed supplies with which to wage war, nor the mule teams to haul provisions to the army, could be contracted. Recognizing the failure of the states to expeditiously provide funding, Congress authorized a lottery to raise five million dollars. This also failed.  By 1779, Congress requested fifteen million dollars from the states and an additional six million for eighteen years to pay off accumulated debts.

   General Washington shared Col. Blaine's frustration in a report to the Continental Congress. "From July to December, 1777," Washington reported to congress, "We had no assistance from the quartermaster-general; and to want of assistance from this department, the commissary-general charges great part of his deficiency.  We have, by field return this day made, no less than two thousand, eight hundred, and ninety-eight men now in camp unfit for duty, because they are barefoot, and otherwise naked."

   Col. Blaine crisscrossed the country from Carlisle to the Carolinas to Valley Forge urging, pleading, and begging friends, farmers, and traders for assistance.  He pleaded with every miller which he could influence to make donations to feed the solders.  By 1780, Colonel Blaine had given one million, seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars from his savings, pledged assets, and promised obligations to his cherished friend, Washington, for the cause of relief to the distressed army.

   To Washington he wrote, "Please your Excellency, it had not been in my power to obtain a single shilling of money from the Treasury Board: My people are so much indebted that their credit is quite exhausted with the Country ....  the Treasury being exhausted, my agents greatly involved, the delay of our public finances and the general change in the system of the Quartermaster and the Commissary-General Departments had made my office one of the most disagreeable man ever experienced.  Indeed nothing would induce me to continue under present appearances but the duty I owe my country and respect to your Excellency, which ever shall be motives to command my best services and surmount every other difficulty."

    Customarily all armies retired to winter quarters from late fall until early spring.  This respite was required to heal wounds, repair equipment, train recruits, establish fortifications, plan strategies, and to remain sequestered from the harsh elements of nature.  Furloughs were granted so that soldiers could visit families and tend to personal matters.  Due to the natural agricultural cycle, provisions were always scarce during the interlude between fall harvests and spring planting.

   A third dilemma that faced Col. Blaine and which was published early by his classmate, John Dickson, in the "Letters From a Farmer II", was that, "This continent is a country of planters, farmers, and fishermen; not of manufacturers.  The difficulty of establishing particular manufactures in such a country, is almost insuperable .... Great-Britain has prohibited the manufacturing (of) iron and (of) steel in these colonies...(and has) prohibit(ed) them from getting (them) anywhere but from her."  Additional prohibitions of home industries and trade restrictions applied to commodities such as paper, glass, ink, paint, lead, cloth, and tea. Not only did the colonies not have the finances to wage war, but they also lacked the internal resources to independently support themselves.  The colonies could not supply rifle, shot, or powder without foreign trade alliances.  This brings us to our next point.

   There were only two countries that might be remotely likely to render assistance to the colonies: France and Spain.  Not until February 6, 1778, when two treaties were negotiated by Benjamin Franklin and Silas Dean, American Representative to France, was an alliance on commerce and amity signed.  Silas Dean, in the meantime, had been busy passing out commissions of high rank such as Major of Artillery or Commandant of Continental Artillery.  However, often the recipient could neither have a speaking knowledge of the English language, nor have a working understanding of military organization, supply, topography, and war tactics.  The Marquis de Lafayette, only nineteen and with no military experience, arrived in the summer of 1777, and was made a Major General by the Continental Congress.  In the Spring of 1778, after the conflict at Manmouth, French aid began to turn the tide of war. However, it was not until May, 1780, that the French committed six men-of-war and 6,000 troops under the command of Comte de Rochambeau at Newport, Rhode Island. Fortunately, in 1779, Spain declared war against England. In September, Congress guaranteed the Floridas to Spain if she engaged and split the British Navy and ground forces.  The West Indian Islands were most desirable. Spain was to provide the states free navigation of the Mississippi River. 

   A few excellent commanders, like Count Casimir Pulaski, Baron Von Stueban, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Baron de Kalb, and Baron Donop, came to the aid and rescue of the colonies from Germanic countries.

However, the Hessians, mercenary Germanic troops, fought on the side of the British.  After 1,500 Hessians and numerous British regulars and officers were captured, Col. Blaine became responsible for their upkeep. 

   George Washington stated in a letter to Col. Blaine in October 24, 1781, " You will consult with His Excellency Governor Nelson, upon the best mode to be adopted for the supply of Provisions to the British and German Troops, Prisoners, none marching to the Places of their Destination.  And you will pursue such Mode for the Purpose as shall be agreed upon between the Governor and yourself; taking the best Care you can that the mode adopted shall be effectual and that no Complaints of Want shall be given.  On the arrival of the prisoners to the places of their Destination, they will as soon as possible it can be effected, be supplied under the Direction of the Financier Genl. of the United States.  In the mean Time, and until that Event takes place, if any Defect should be experienced in the Supplies to be furnished by the States, you will take Care, to purchase for them, in your own Name, or that of your Deputy Attendg them, such Quantities of Provision as may be actually wanting for their full Supply."

   After France and Spain declared Articles of War against Great Briton, the British were forced to defend themselves in many far- flung arenas.  Consequently, those troops committed to the American States became thinner and less frequently reinforced with supplies.  To many, as was the case with General Sullivan, the situation was obvious, attack in mass and sweep the British out. The tendency to think such action possible kept Washington in perpetual conflict with individual officers and states. Waging war in multiple and distant locations by disjoined units presented its own set of supply problems.

   The fourth dilemma faced by Col. Blaine was that the conflict front was from Savannah, Georgia, to Quebec, Canada - an astounding defensive line of over fifteen hundred miles.  Each state raised its own armies of infantry.  Each state granted commissions of appointment and individually promoted their state officers. Consequently, there were dozens of scattered armies, whose commanding officers kept their troops constantly on the move. The Cavalry and Artillery units were under the control of the Continental Congress.  Their officers received certificates of appointment and promotions from this body.  Keeping track of who, what, and where was a nightmare of logistics.  Nonetheless, each was under the jurisdiction of the Commander In Chief, George Washington, and required the placement of stashes of provisions, stores of supplies, and magazines.  In the correspondence  of October 31, 1781, Washington placed the burden of tracking troop movement upon Col. Blaine, "By applying to Major Generals St. Clair and Lincoln, you will know the destination of the American Continental Troop, and make your provision for them accordingly....After the wants of our own Troop are sufficiently attended to ... you may with the residue of the Provisions pay the debt we owe the French Army."

   Washington kept himself in constant communication with his trusted friend, Col. Blaine, advising him of the anticipated deployment of troops, as they became known to him, and the locations of various bivouacked components of the Continental Army which required supplies. On May 17, 1778, George Washington, for example, wrote to Col. Blaine ," Sir: Very frequently and recent intelligence from the City of Philadelphia induces me to think that the Enemy mean to evacuate that place, such a step must consequently make it necessary for this Army to move, and as this will be a sudden affair, I now give you notice that ever thing in your Department may be in perfect readiness for the event.  I have written to the Quarter Master to take every step in his power to procure Wagons, and to him you will apply for them, giving every aid in your power to effect that business, you will, as far as it may be in your power, lay in magazines of provision between this and the North River on or convenient to the Road leading over Coryells Ferry to Morris Town &ca. and thro' Broundbrook, Westfield &ca. to feed Troop on their march should it be found necessary to take that course. No time is to be lost."

   To accomplish this task required a series of events to transpire.  First, a safe and secure location for a magazine had to be established, placed under contract, and guarded with a detachment of honest and loyal men.  Next, the individual components of the provisions had to be itemized.  Next the list had to be quantified into units of measure - how many sacks of flour, loaves of bread, sides of pork and beef, hogsheads of rum, pairs of boots, shirts, breeches, kegs of salt, grosses of candles, and so forth? Next, contracts had to be negotiated with a willing seller at a fair and reasonable price. Lastly, the requests had to be made to the Quarter Master Department to move the provisions to their  destinations.  The process was accomplished by agents on horseback.

   Washington wrote to General Sullivan on September 3, 1779, "I immediately desire the Commissary General to form a Magazine for your future supply at some safe place and convenient place in your Rear." Further instructions for magazine placement were sent on August 12, 1780 to Col. Blaine, "In answer to that part of your letter of the 19th:July, in which you desire to be informed of the most proper places to establish Magazines of Salt Provisions I am of opinion that you should make Albany upon the North River, Easton upon the Delaware, and Pitts Town or that neighborhood the principle places of deposit."  In another letter to Col. Blaine, dated September 20, 1781, Washington directs the placement of Magazines at Cherry Stone on the eastern shore of Virginia and at Snow Hill and Vienna on the Maryland shore.

   The final dilemma that faced Col. Blaine was the fact that the United States did not have a Navy of war ships.  All the ports were controlled by Great Britain and her blockades were an effective tool in forcing submission of the inhabitants and in restricting supplies destined for the Continental Army from being received or moved.  Fortunately, congress  licensed 2,000 privateers to board and seize merchant vessels of hostile nations.  By the end of hostilities, privateers were credited with the capture of 600 British merchant vessels.  The cargo of one captured British merchant vessel, the "Nancy", taken in September 1775, consisted of 2,000 sets of muskets, bayonets, cartridge boxes, and slings; 100,000 flints; 31 tons of musket shot; 1,200 pounds of buckshot; 3,200 rounds of shot for 24 inchers; 3,000 for 12 inchers; 4,000 for 6 inchers; and 8,440 fuses.  There was field equipment for 2,000 regular field soldiers with every item needed from wagons to camp kettles and fry pans.  The privateers were granted a percentage shares of the cargo as booty; the balance was property of the Continental Congress. Col.  Blaine quickly disbursed the provisions to strategic locations.

    From December 19, 1777 until June 19, 1778, Washington took winter quarters at Valley Forge on the western side of the Schuykill River where 2,500 of his troops would die from exposure and starvation.  Some were as young as 12.  While most were white; the army did include some negroes and Indians.  Rations amounting to 34,577 pounds of meat and 168 barrels of flour were needed per day to feed the army.  However, because of poor organization in the Quartermaster Department, shortages of wagons and wagonmaster, lack of forage for the horses, the devaluation of the Continental currency, spoilage, and the capture of supplies by the British, much of the supplies never arrived at Valley Forge.  Much to Ephraim's consternation, the contracts he had arranged and the arrival of supplies from the contract points left the army in dire straights. After Nathanael Greene accepted the duties of Quartermaster General on March 23, 1777, supplies began to move into the winter camp.  Log huts were built to hold twelve men, but as the winter confinement continued, the men complained of continual acrid smoke, putrid fever, the itch, diarrhea, dysentery,  rheumatism, and "No meat, no meat."

    Another source of aggravation among the seasoned officers was the appointment of Alexander Hamilton as an aide-de-camp on Washington's staff.  Hamilton was one of 22 aide-de-camps and six secretaries to have served Washington.  The colony of New York granted him the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  In his position, he drafted endless official letters and correspondence as an uninspired administrative clerk.  His communication skills were recognized through being a pamphleteer of considerable talent, far superior to Washington's eloquence.

    Born in Danish West Indies in 1755, he arrived in Yew York to attend Kings College and was immediately caught in the spirit of revolution.  He was a small, slender, almost delicate gentleman with a cocked hat pulled down over his eyes. While Gates accepted the British surrender at Burgoyne on October 4, 1777, Washington was defeated in September at Germantown.  Hamilton, at great annoyance to Washington and the regular staff, requested to be given a command with General Gates.  Such a request smacked long on personal opportunity and  short on loyalty to the Commander in Chief.  All felt that his allegiance was suspect.  Most thought that Hamilton was an envious idol worshiper chasing after an opportunity to align himself with the commander that could put him in touch with military glory.  Hamilton's attitude made the winter at Valley forge an uncomfortable marriage of personalities for Ephraim Blaine, his senior in rank, responsibility, and tenure of duty.

    While the majority of Americans considered themselves to be British citizens, Hamilton was Dutch.  Wishing to avoid war, Ephraim's good friend, John Dickinson, led the Loyalists movement at the Second Continental Congress.  Dickinson wrote to the King of England on behalf of Congress that they had "not raised armies with ambitious designs of separating from Great Briton."  John Jay, a Hamilton admirer, stated the position of the minority  that if the British continued to use force, the Americans would resist with force.  Thus while one desired to negotiate, the other proclaimed liberty at any cost.  Philosophically, Blaine and Hamilton were at polar opposites in the view of liberty.  Blaine was pragmatic while Hamilton was involved in the conflict as a sporting venture.  Hamilton felt the rupture of alliance with Briton to be an exhilarating opportunity for personal recognition and glory.

   The second distinction between Blaine and Hamilton was the large age disparity.  While one was calm and calculating, the other was hot and impulsive.  Hamilton had just attained his majority age while Blaine was in the prime of his life at 36.  Blaine was settled into a profession; he was married with wife, family and home to defend; he had large tracts of land at risk of being confiscated.  Hamilton had no roots. On many occasions Hamilton recklessly exchanged shots in duels over petty grievances.  In July 1778, Hamilton wrote General Charles Lee concerning the short- comings of Laurens, Washington's second in command, "I can hardly persuade myself to be in good humor with success so far inferior to what we, in all probability should have had, had not the finest opportunity America posses been fooled away by a man, in whom she has placed a large share of the most ill judged confidence.  This man is either a driveller in the business of soldiership or something much worse." Laurens demanded an apology for the degradation.  Hamilton's refusal resulted in a duel on December 23, 1778.  Washington was furious, not only at Hamilton's disparaging remarks or his refusal of apology, but by his arrogance in attempting to kill an officer under his command.

    To get the restless hothead Hamilton out from under his feet and to bring peace to his command, Washington sent Hamilton in November, 1777, to the Albany headquarters of General Haratio Gates with a message requesting troops to reinforce a position around Philadelphia.  Hamilton was ecstatic to be at the head of a brigade, but by the time he arrived at Philadelphia, all but 200 of the soldiers' enlistments expired.  Hamilton returned to Valley Forge furious that Washington had duped him with a false command.  By February 1781, Hamilton's attitude was such that Washington rebuked him, "I must tell you sir, you treat me with disrespect."  Whereupon Hamilton was dismissed from the staff of General Washington.  Shortly thereafter Hamilton wrote to General Philip Schuyler, "I always dislike the office of as aide-de-camp as having in it a kind of personal dependence."  In correspondence to Washington, Blaine stated Hamilton's dismissal solved the "Hamilton Problem" for the good of all concerned.

    Hamilton conspired With Col. Laurens of South Carolina to raise a battalion of slaves to supplement the state militia.  The slaves would be granted their freedom for their services.  While most of the slaves were property of absent British nobility, the Continental Congress laughed at Hamilton's folly because most believed that Negro slaves could not be trained to be soldiers.

   Ill-equipped, near starvation, and freezing, the army of 11,000 abandoned their winter camp at Valley Forge, crossed the Delaware on January 3, 1777, and engaged the British at Princeton, New Jersey, thinking it was better to die in battle than of starvation.  Not only were they victorious in their surprise assault, but they also were privileged to plunder the stores of provisions of the vanquished opponent.  For all practical purposes, the supplies were the greater prize.

   1779-80 winter quarters were established at Morris Town, New Jersey, not distant from Philadelphia.  Again Washington pleaded to the governors of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, "the situation of the Army with respect to supplies is beyond description alarming.  It had been five or six weeks past on half allowances: and we have not more than three days of bread at a thirds allowance on hand, nor any where within reach.  When this is exhausted, we must depend on the precarious gleanings of the neighboring country.  Our magazines are absolutely empty every where and our commissaries entirely destitute of Money or Credit to replenish them.  We have never experienced a like extremity at any point of the war.... Unless some extraordinary and immediate exertions be made by the States, from which we draw our supplies, there is every appearance that the Army will infallibly disband in a fortnight."

   As the war for independence entered the final stages, real shortages became profound.  In early February, 1778, Washington wrote to Henry Champion, "Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland are now entirely exhausted.  All the Beef and Pork already collected in them or than can be collected, will not by any means support the Army one Month Longer. ..I have desired Colo. Blaine to give a just state of our situation and to send an active man in his Department to you....Mr. Blaine will inform you of the quantity of Cattle we require for an instant supply, to be at Camp by the latter end of this month." 

   By August 27, 1780, Washington again addressed the Governors of the New England and Atlantic States, "...the Army is again educed to an extremity of distress for want of provisions ... it may be foreseen that this army cannot possibly remain much longer together, unless very vigorous and immediate measures are taken by the states to comply with the requisitions made upon them.  The Commissary General had neither the means nor the power of procuring supplies."

   In late January 1781, Washington directed Col. Blaine to buy or impress meat of any kind for use by the artillery and troops at his headquarters at New Windsor. In February 20, 1781, Washington wrote to Co. Blaine, "Troops at Albany and Schenectady were obligated to billeted upon the Inhabitants for want of meat, and that, that part of the Country was entirely exhausted of Meat, that it could not be purchased, even were the Agents furnished with Money."  On the same subject Washington suggested that the situation was so critical, "We may possibly, with the greatest difficulty, subsist for a very short time upon this almost totally exhausted Country, but we ought not, nor must not depend upon it for any thing more.  If we do, it must be by depriving the inhabitants of what barely remains sufficient for their own support." 

   Because of the shortages of provisions, Washington directed his officers to allow troops to desert in order to lessen the demand on the meager rations.  A mutiny of privates ensued over grievances causing the death of officers and soldiers in both the Pennsylvania and Jersey camps.  The leaders were promptly executed.

   Cattle were available in the southern states.  However, a cattle drive to northern camps was impossible. There was neither forage in route and nor grain to spare.  Most grain intended for the upkeep of animals had already been ground into meal for the troops. The cattle had to be killed on site, field dressed, salted, and stored in barrels for transport by wagons. 

   The desertion rates of state infantry became so alarming that by May of 1783, Washington had officers swear an oath of allegiance as a declaration of confidence in Congress and the United States.  Being unable to pay the rank and file, Congress quelled the mutineers by promising each soldier a musket and a note to take back to their state for three months wages following the expiration of their enlistment.  The army was disbanded.

   Following the ratification of the treaty with Great Briton on September 3, 1783, Ephraim Blaine resigned his commission and returned to civilian duties in his home of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. During the eight years of conflict, he was an unselfish compatriot of unflinching dedication in spite of irksome tasks and weighty responsibilities.  His explosive energy and unique talents had brought a conclusion to the struggle for independence.

   Washington wrote to all Governors, "I now make it my earnest prayer that God would have you, and the State over which you preside, in his holy protection; that he would incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government, to entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another, for their fellow-citizens of the United States at large, and particularly for brethren who have served in the field; and finally that he would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without an humble imitation of whose example in these things, we can never hope to be a happy nation."

   After the war, the friendship of Washington and Blaine continued.  The first President, together with Hamilton Knox and others, were glad to enjoy the hospitality of the Blaine mansion at Middlesex, near Carlisle.

   In 1802, Jefferson sent James Monroe to Paris to negotiate with Napoleon to grant American ships the "right of deposit" in the port of New Orleans.  Needing an ally and quick cash, Napoleon sold all land from Louisiana, north to the Canadian border, and west to the rockies.  When Ephraim Blaine died a year later, he had seen the territorial expanse of the United States double in size.  Not once did James Blaine or his family falter in holding the torch for personal sovereignty until the struggle for victory found conclusion.  

